
Management News
It’s hard to believe that Thanksgiving is over and it is December!  With all the excitement of the holiday, try to set aside some quiet time for you to reminisce on the special memories of this past year as you prepare for the upcoming New Year.
Thank you to all the parents and students who participated in the Food Bank drive!  The students truly enjoyed checking to see what items were donated in each classroom’s box.  The items were delivered to St. Clement’s Catholic Church, which is a feeder for the Maryland Food Bank, and Prince of Peace Lutheran, both of which are located here in Rosedale.

The administration and staff would like to wish you and your family all the best for a joyous, peaceful holiday season and a bright and prosperous Happy New Year!

Ms. Shannon

Mr. Emmanuel
Ms. Elaine
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Upcoming Events for Dec/Jan.
· December 9th  ~ Food Bank Items Delivered
· December 13th ~ Holiday Meet and Greet 5:00-6:00 pm

· December 26th ~ First Start Closed

· January 2nd  ~ First Start Closed

Parent Reminders
With the regular cold and flu season approaching, please remember there are health department rules and guidelines for medications.  If your child needs to take medication during the day, we must have a medication order form filled out and the medication must be in its original container.

In order to have a smoother educational day, please make sure that your child does not take any of their toys with them to First Start.  If something is needed for Show and Tell, the teacher will contact you through the Daily Reports.
Remember to sign your child in when you drop off and sign them out when you pick up.  Knowing these times helps us to properly schedule work times for staff.

Also, for classes K 2-School Age, remember to check your child’s folder, located at the sign in monitor, each day for any communication from your child’s teacher.

Winter has arrived!!!!!  Please ensure that your child is properly bundled with layered clothing.  It is imperative that you bring 2 changes of clothing (shirts, pants, dress, underclothing, socks, diapers/pull ups etc.) in the event of an accident.  Check their cubbies for these items.  The staff will notify you on your daily reports when supplies need to be replenished.

December Birthdays
Danni W. ~ Dec. 1st ~ 4 yrs old

Kaleb W. ~ Dec. 2nd ~ 3 yrs old

Kayla I. ~ Dec. 3rd ~ 3 yrs old

Isiah A. ~ Dec. 4th ~ 4 yrs old

Jameirah B. ~ Dec. 12th ~ 3 yrs old

Janaya G. ~ Dec. 8th ~ 4 yrs old

Aaliyah S. ~ Dec. 12th ~ 5 yrs old

Chloe C. ~ Dec. 19th ~ 5 yrs old

Tony K. ~ Dec. 27th ~ 4 yrs old
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Classroom Updates
K1A ~ Ms. Dipo
This month has been a wonderful month for the infants.  They are overcoming new challenges every day.  They are learning to socialize with one another by playing, smiling and sharing toys.  They enjoyed listening to the music and respond by clapping hands and moving their bodies from side to side.  
They have been learning many new activities during Circle Time.  Along with the toddlers, they are being introduced to the basic colors and shapes and numbers 1-5.  They sing the ABC song, rhyming songs and finger plays along with Ms. CeCe and I.  They also enjoy doing activities that involve gluing, coloring and painting.  

Student Highlights:

Leia G.  ~ Welcome!  Leia is adjusting well to her new environment!

Logan W. ~ Logan is beginning to crawl and explore the classroom!

Kelsey C. ~ Kelsey is growing up and is now saying many words and understands many more!

K1 B ~ Ms. Cenith

For the month of December the toddlers will continue their learning as well as having fun. They will be reviewing their colors. The colors for the month of December are red and green. We have been painting different holiday pictures using red and green paint such as a trees, bells and snowmen. We also review our colors during circle time through playing the color game “Who is Wearing What Color?”. This month we have been reviewing the letter H.  The poem of the month is “Hickory; Dickory Dock” We read the poem and sing the song. Our project of the month has been to make a collage of red and green objects . Our holiday art project is decorating a gingerbread man. We still continue to work on Gross Motor skills: such as kicking a ball, climbing the outside equipment and exercising daily along with the “Rock and Learn” DVD. With it being fall, /winter now we ask that you go through your child’s cubbie to make sure that they have the proper clothing.

Student Highlights: 

Nathan is doing really well with his colors, shapes, numbers and sight words!
Karmello is starting to be more verbal with his friends and the teacher!
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K 2A ~ Mr. Antonio
In the month of November, one of the K2A goals was that the children were able to identify their letters, number, shapes and colors. Therefore, a lot of the work and activities that were done focused around theses four areas.

The children were able to identify their letters by playing flash card games. The object of the game is for the children to pick up the letter that I say. 
The children have learned how to say and recognize most of the numbers by number matching games. Another way the children learned how to identify their numbers was the use of the 
“Rock –N- Learn” video. They enjoyed singing along with the video. The children also learned how to identify their numbers by tracing some of the numbers.  This also enhanced their fine motor skills.
The children had an easy time identifying their shapes by painting, matching and the other activities that was provided for them. The colors are still a bit of a challenge. We try to do a lot of activities surrounding colors because I know that this is such a challenge for them. 
Student Highlights     
Eric B. - does a good job identifying the words with the “Your Baby Can Read” flash cards!
Lauren D. – is potty trained!! 
Mariah B. - is doing well with her classroom activities and with potty training!
Hannah R. – does well with counting and understanding the concept of sorting!
Landon T. - does well with identifying the words with the “ Your Baby Can Read” flash cards!
K 2B ~ Ms. Charlene

Class K2B has been working very hard this month with learning new things.

Some of the themes for the month were “Weather Reports”, Clothes for all Seasons”, “Daytime” and Nighttime”.  We also have been working on the sight words hi, bye, up, down, foot, nose, eyes, hand, the, cat, dog, in, out, he, she, a, are & and . The children are doing very well with identifying these words. We have been learning a little Spanish. We can say our numbers in Spanish as well as hi and bye. We are working on learning up and down in Spanish. The children are learning to recognize everyone’s names in the class as well.
We have been working on the letters I, J and K and the sound they make by completing different worksheets and sounding out each letter. We have been sky writing out letters using our pointer finger and tracing the letters using pencil and crayons. The children have been working on identifying the letter by completing games such as looking for certain letters around the room or using flash cards

We have been reviewing numbers 1-10 by completing different worksheets and numbers games. We have been working on our Spanish numbers by counting the numbers of friends who came to school that day in Spanish. We have been working on recognizing patterns.

K2A have been discussing different types of weather such as windy, cloudy, sunny, partly cloudy, rainy and snowy.  The students also have been talking about different types of clothes we should wear during the different seasons. The children have discussed what we like to do during the
daytime as well as during the nighttime.
Student Highlights
Kaleb W. ~ is potty trained. He also has started to be adventurous and eat different types of   

                    foods! He knows all his colors, shapes, numbers! Kaleb also celebrated his birthday      

                    on Dec 2nd.
Kayla I. ~ is starting to interact more with friends. She celebrated a birthday on Dec 3rd.
Jameirah~ is potty trained.  She knows all her colors, shapes, letters, and numbers.
                  Jameriah celebrates a birthday on Dec12th
Hailey G. ~ is potty trained. She knows all her colors, shapes, numbers, and letters. 

Gavin W. ~ is still working on potty training.  He knows all his numbers, shapes, letters, and     
                    colors. Gavin is also working very hard on his fine motor skills.
K 3 ~ Ms. Lisa

This month students have learned many new things. We have learned about families and how every family is different whether it’s because of the holidays each family celebrates or because of the make up of the family. We also talked about the different things that a family needs to survive. We talked about the many different ways that we have today to communicate with our friends and family.

In Language Development, we have worked on the letters J-N.  We have practiced tracing our letters.  We also have practiced talking and listening with our friends.  In Math, we reviewed our numbers 1-10 and were introduced to numbers 11-13.  Some of the shapes we worked with are the circle, triangle, hexagon and octagon.  

Student Highlights:  

Raymani B. ~ Welcome to the K3 class!  

Jonathan L. ~ Has improved both in verbal skills and class participation.  

Danni W. ~ Does an outstanding job in all the areas of our class. She is definitely ready to move on to the K4 class. 

K 4 ~ Ms. Kim 
In Language Arts the students identified the letter sounds for the letters J, K, L, and M. They also generated lists of words that begin with these letters. The students performed many tasks that involved finding these letters, matching the letters, tracing the letters, and singing songs about the letters. The children learned new word wall words and used these words in sentences as well as searched for them among other words. As a class, we spent time alphabetizing words and playing Letter Bingo. They enjoyed listening to fables and stories as well as poetry and were engaged by the rhythm of words.

 In Mathematics, the children worked on the numbers 10-13. They counted the numbers, circled the numbers, found many ways to make the numbers, and practiced writing the numbers. The students matched numbers with sets and practiced the order of numbers by dot-to-dot activities. The students identified a dozen as twelve and engaged in activities with egg cartons. As a class we completed graphs on subjects such as our favorite stories, our favorite room, etc. 

 In Social Studies the students discussed how their families are special. They explored family traditions and discussed the people in their family. The students created a neighborhood out of shapes and learned about different kinds of neighborhoods. They learned about the ways in which people communicate. We practiced different ways to communicate as we used sign language and body language. Our highlight of the month was creating a Mayflower out of a large box and painting it as well as decorating it with Pilgrims, American Indians, and props. We used the Mayflower in a play which was based on a first Thanksgiving poem and performed it the day before Thanksgiving. The children did an excellent job interacting among words, props, and other children.

In Science the students identified different kinds of materials. They experimented with objects that sink and float. Students learned about how families grow and they matched baby animals with their parents. The students learned about different community helpers and role played the parts of community workers.
Student Highlights 
Mary R. is an excellent student as she is always listening, participating, and following directions. She always completes her work and puts a lot of effort into everything she works on.

Tatiana T. and Tony K. are excited to be writing their names!

Jeremy M. is very good at identifying sight words. 

K5 ~ Ms. Linda

K 5 has been working extremely hard the first half of the school year.  They are well on their way to excelling in kindergarten next year!!  

In Language Arts, we have been working on recognizing our short vowels, rhyming words, synonyms and opposites.  We have learned several new sight words.  We also have been developing our verbal and written skills.  In Math, we have matched sets for numbers 1-20 and added “1” to numbers 1-20.  We have worked hard on the concepts of “greater than” and “less than”.  We have reviewed the shapes of sphere, crescent, cube cylinder and cone.  We have defined and worked with primary and secondary colors.
In Science, we have named different kinds of weather and how it affects people and nature.  In Social Studies, we defined different kinds of families and different ways to communicate with our families and our friends.
Student Highlights:

Jadyn M. ~ is excelling in reading and language activities!
Sarah M., Jamel G. and Chloe C. ~ have blossomed in learning sight words and finding them in written print!
Aaliyah S. ~ does well with counting and matching sets with numbers 1-20!
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Happy Holidays!
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