[image: image1.jpg]



Management News
Our enrollment is increasing!  Thank you for the word of mouth praise you’ve given our work!  Remember, if you refer a family to our center and they enroll, you will receive a $50.00 referral credit towards your tuition!
Summer Camp planning is in the works!  Summer Camp will be offered to students 2 yrs old and up.  Once we have all the final plans completed, we will update you!

We are working on more improvements throughout the center.  Hopefully, by the end of March you will see the fruits of our labor.

Hopefully, we have made it through the worst of the winter season.  Through it all, First Start was closed for several days.  These closings were unavoidable and we apologize for any inconvenience it may have caused you.  But if I’m guessing right, you probably couldn’t get off your street either.
Ms. Shannon

Mr. Emmanuel

Ms. Elaine
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Upcoming Events March
Wednesday, March 10th ~ Picture Day!
March 14th ~ Daylight Saving Time Begins

March 17th ~ St. Patrick’s Day

March 20th ~ First Day of Spring

Parent Reminders
Please make sure that you have your child at First Start BEFORE 10 am. If you are running late, please call the center by 9:00 am to let us know you are running late.  This policy is only for children ages 2 and older.  The best times for instruction are between 9:30-12:00.  We will be enforcing the drop off time requirement for all children ages 2 and up.  All children will be required to be at First Start, no later than 10:00 a.m. Dropping off after 10:00 am adversely affects the instructional day for not only your child, but the rest of the class and the teachers as well. Effective March 1st, 2010, monitoring of late arrivals will begin.  Students arriving late on a consistent basis will result in a scheduled parent-management conference.

Parents, please remember to check your child’s extra clothes bin daily and replace items that were used.  It is also important that your children have the appropriate items when needed.  Please remember to bring in bedding for your child’s cot as well.  Each child should have a blanket and a sheet.  You may also provide a small pillow for your child to lie on.  It is important that you take your child’s bedding home every Friday to be laundered and ensure that it return on Mondays.
January Birthdays

Mia O. ~ Feb. 7th ~ 2 yrs old

Camren H... ~ Feb. 26th ~ 2 yrs old
Ms. Chaila ~ Feb. 25th 
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Classroom Updates
K1A ~ Ms. Dipo/Ms. Imani
For the month of February, the infants continue to learn and master new skill.  They have been focusing and improving on their fine and gross motor skills through grabbing and holding onto toys and other objects, crawling, climbing onto low object around the classroom, holding onto sturdy objects and pulling themselves  up and cruising along the furniture.  They play with touch and feel books and listen to the educators read their favorite books, sing and say nursery rhymes such as “This Little Piggy” and “Round and Round the Garden”.  They enjoy taking stroller rides around the center, observing pictures on the wall and watching the older children passing by.
Students:  Zyon has been doing a great job with his motor skills.  He is crawling around the classroom and getting into everything ~ pulling toys off the shelf and interacting with the older infants. Hannah and Landon can now pull themselves up by holding onto objects and cruising along the furniture.  Eric has been wonderful.  He is very independent.  He often wanders off to play by himself.  He is very friendly and sometimes visits his friends in the toddler room.  Vincent has become quite social interacting with the Educators.  He has also started to hold his own bottle. We welcome Omari to First Start and to our classroom.  He is adjusting very well to his new surroundings.
K1 B ~ Ms. Tammi, Ms. Cenith

The month of February has been a short one for various reasons but it also has been a productive one.  We’ve been working on the letter Ee, the color orange, and the number 3.  We have been coloring the letters and numbers, painting and decorating them with tissue paper.  You can see our work displayed in the hallway!  The poem of the month is “Jack Be Nimble”.  To improve our gross motor skills, we have been practicing throwing and kicking a ball to our classmates.  We pull toys around the room and frequently use our “vacuum cleaners”.  We really enjoy trying to hop and jump around the room.  To improve our fine motor skills, we have been finger painting and using large crayons to color.  We practice our dancing quite a bit.  We love dancing to the cd music and paying attention to educational DVDs!
Students:  Madison and Aiden are working on potty training! 



K 2A ~ Mr. Antonio
This month the children have been working more on social studies.  We’ve discussed different types of animals and how they adjust to their surroundings. This helps the children learn about the world around them as well as comparing and contrasting skills. In math, the children are working on the numbers 1-5 by counting objects and doing patterns. In language arts, the children are working on identifying letters A-L by doing letter hunts. While they are having fun doing their art work, they are also leaning to identify these given letters.  They love the “Rock and Learn” series and also “Your Baby Can Read” series.  In science, the children are learning how to, mix primary colors to get secondary colors. We’ve discussed seeds during plant week and what helps to make the seeds grow.  
Student Highlights:  Desmond is doing much better and becoming a better listener.  Kamani is interacting with her friend and she is becoming more social. Her vocabulary is really improving too!
K 2B ~ Ms. Charlene
This month the students have been working on the letters K, L and M.  We’ve been working with the sounds they make as well as tracing the letter for better recognition.  We’ve been naming words that that begin with each letter too.  For math, we reviewed the numbers 1-10 by completing several worksheets.  The class is working on picture sequence and stating what happens first, next and last.  In social studies, we have been talking about animals and plants and what they need to grow.  The children are doing very well with recognizing certain words from the “Your Baby Can Read” series.
Student Highlights:  Mary has been doing a super job with using the potty.  Makai is doing a great job with recognizing all his colors, numbers and shapes!
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K 3 ~ Ms. Jetaime/ Ms. Linda
For the month of February we have had four themes. We have discussed people, plants, insects and other types of living things. The students have reviewed everything that they have learned about living things. The students have also reviewed recognizing their names in print by spelling and tracing their names.  The students have worked on building their vocabulary by describing people and by discussing plants and insects. Students have continued to show interest and awareness of numbers by reviewing numbers 0-20. The students were introduced to the words “pair” and “tri”. The students have reviewed shapes daily during circle time. The students have also reviewed the alphabet and letter sounds daily during circle time. For science students have identified the different parts of a plant, plants seeds, and how plants grow. The students have asked questions about what they have observed during the science lesson. For social studies the students have became aware of their surroundings by having discussions about their family, plants, insects, and living things.  
Student Highlights:  C.J. has been doing an excellent job with his classwork and behavior!

K 4/5 ~ Ms. Kim
In February, students have been working on the letters V, W and X.  Students have identified words that begin with those letters.  They have made predictions about stories and identified the main idea.  Students have created rhyming words by changing the initial consonants.  They have listened to fairytales such as Jack in the Beanstalk and have identified the characters choices.  In math, the students have identified numbers 21-24.  They have traced and written these numbers.  The students have been counting to 100 and playing math games such as “Guess the Missing Number”. This helps them to correctly sequence number and aids them in skip counting.  They have also identified whole and half, and created sets and patterns.  In science, we have learned about plants.  What are needed to make plants grow, parts of a plant.  They have identified the differences between living and non-living things.  We have also discussed animals.  We identified the habitat of certain animals and shared the similarities and differences of those habitats. In social studies, we have been focusing on them.  We’ve discussed how they can keep healthy by proper diet and exercise.
Student(s) to Highlight:  Samantha G. is writing her name on her papers!!! Great accomplishment!
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