
Management News
Thank you to all the parents and students who participated in the Food Bank drive!  The students truly enjoyed checking to see what items were donated in each classroom’s box.  The items were delivered to (need from Elaine?) and (need from Elaine?) on Friday, December 11th.

It’s hard to believe that Thanksgiving is over and it is December!  With all the excitement of the holiday, try to set aside some quiet time for you to reminisce on the special memories of this year and prepare for the upcoming New Year.

The administration and staff would like to wish you and your family all the best for a joyous, peaceful holiday season and a bright and prosperous Happy New Year!

Ms. Shannon

Mr. Emmanuel

Ms. Elaine
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Upcoming Events for Dec/Jan.
· December 9th - 11th ~ Food Bank Items Delivered

· December 15th ~ Vision Testing Ages 3-5 
· December         ~ Santa is Coming to First Start
· December 24th ~ Center closes @ 3:00 pm
· December 25th ~ Christmas Day ~ First Start Closed
· December 31st ~ Center closes @ 3:00 pm

· January 1st ~ First Start Closed

Parent Reminders
First Start Learning Center will close at 3:00 pm on Thursday, Dec. 24th (Christmas Eve) and 3:00pm on Thursday, December 31st (New Year’s Eve).
With the regular cold and flu season approaching, please remember there are health department rules and guidelines for medications.  If your child needs to take medication during the day, we must have a medication order form filled out and the medication must be in its original container.

In order to have a smoother educational day, please make sure that your child does not bring toys with them to First Start.  If something is needed for Show and Tell, the teacher will contact you through the Daily Reports.
Winter has arrived!!!!!  Please ensure that your child is properly bundled with layered clothing.  It is imperative that you bring a change of clothing (shirts, pants, dress, underclothing, socks, diapers/pull ups etc.) in the event of an accident.  Check their cubbies for these items.  The staff will notify you on your daily reports when supplies need to be replenished.

Tuition is due by Wednesday 12:00 noon.  After 12:00 pm a late fee of $25 will be applied.
December Birthdays
Janaya G. ~ Dec. 8th ~ 2 yrs old

Aaliyah S. ~ Dec. 12th ~ 3 yrs old
Chloe C. ~ Dec. 19th ~ 3 yrs old

Ms. Jetaime ~ Dec. 6th ~ ?? yrs old
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Classroom Updates
K1A ~ Ms. Dipo
For the month of December, the infants are working on their physical development by reaching for objects and swiping at dangling objects.  They are raising their heads and their bodies and flexing their legs.  They are rolling over and pushing up by their hands or forearems when they are on their stomachs.  They enjoy repetitive games such as “Pat a Cake” and “How Big is the Baby”.  They also enjoy finger plays combining words and actions. They look at brightly colored pictures in books and love to listen to music either on a CD or with their toys.

Hailey, who turns one next month has moved to the Toddler Room. Congrats, Hailey.

Hannah is trying hard to crawl and Zyon is progressing very well.

Our newest infant is Landon.  He is adjusting well to First Start.

K1 B ~ Ms. Tammi, Ms. Cenith

For the month of December, we are working on the colors Red and Green.  We also are working on the Letter Cc. We are working on our gross motor skills by hopping, catching a ball, holding hands, stacking blocks and playing “Follow the Leader.”  For fine motor skills, they practice coloring different shapes, put Legos together, using a paintbrush for art and holding eating utensils.  

For Literature, they love listening to their favorite book, “Brown Bear, Brown Bear What Do You See”.  They also love singing nursery rhymes such as “I’m a Little Tea Pot”. We are also continuing with “Your Baby Can Read” and “Rock and Learn” educational learning series.  
In art, we are coloring shapes and letters, making Christmas trees and snowmen.  We are also making a surprise for Mommy and Daddy….shhhhh.
Congrats to Aiden, who is the Toddler of the Month.

Janaya is now in the Two Yr old room. 

Welcome Hailey to the toddler room.
Welcome Lloyd to First Start.
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K 2A ~ Mr. Antonio
For the month of December, the children will learn how to count objects and tell the educator the amount that they counted.  The children are also memorizing the written pattern of certain words by viewing “Your Baby Can Read”.  The children are working on identifying their primary colors.  This has proved to be challenging for most.  I ask the parents to continue working with them at home on this skill.  In K 2A, I will incorporate more activities during circle time that will allow children to identify those colors. 

Student Highlights:  

Makai has greatly improved his listening skills!  He has also improved his identification of some letters and numbers!

Kamani is speaking more and interacting with her peers more! 

Welcome Janaya to K 2A!
K 2B ~ Ms. Charlene

This month the children are working on the letters G through I and the sound that each letter makes.  We are also learning words that begin with each letter.  In Math, we are working on the numbers 7 through 9 by using worksheets and counting different items in the classroom.  

Our monthly themes are Clothes for All Seasons, Daytime and Nighttime.  Each theme will be discussed throughout the month as part of our Language and Social Studies lessons.  
Each day, the class is continues to learn and identify their letters, numbers and shapes.  We continue to view “My Baby Can Read” and “Rock and Learn” educational series.  For art, the children will make different collages of clothing.  For each season, we will work on projects that depict that season, such as a snowman, the beach, and flowers.  

Children Highlights:  Aaliyah has moved to K3, Jamel has been doing a wonderful job with circle time and speech.
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K 3 ~ Ms. Jetaime
For the month of December, we had four themes.  We discussed time, weather, and seasons.  The students are learning about weather reports and why it is good to watch them.  They are learning about the different types of clothes to wear for each season.  Students are also learning the difference between daytime and nighttime.  For Math, we are working on number recognition, writing numbers 0-15, sorting objects, counting objects, how to use a telephone, patterns and number matching.  For Language Arts, we are working on the letters L-O, recognizing letters, letter sounds, writing letters and writing our first names.  For science, we are learning about the weather, wind, sun, moon and solar power.  And finally in Social Studies, we are discussing safety, health and clothing.
For our social and emotional skills we are working on playing and sharing with our classmates and thinking first before reacting.

Student Highlights:  Welcome Aaliyah to K3
K 4/5 ~ Ms. Kim and Ms. Linda

During the month of December, the students are working on the letters N through Q.  They are identifying the sound each letter makes and tracing as well as writing the letters.  Students have also been alphabetizing words and sorting words that rhyme.
In Math, students have focused on number 14 through 17.  They create groups of those numbers and draw objects of those amounts.  They have sorted objects by size and created patterns.  We have also been working on ordinal numbers.  

One of our themes for this month is Clothes for All Seasons.  They have identified clothes that people wear based on the season (classifying).  They also have graphed weather conditions for the month.  

In Social Studies we have been discussing different holiday traditions throughout the world. 

Student Highlights:

Welcome Jemaria to PK 4 Alvin is progressing nicely with his colors, numbers and letters.
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