
Management News
Happy Spring!!

Security/Fingerprint

Most, if not all of you have given your fingerprint as part of our new entry system.  The new system will begin on Monday, May 3rd.  We will also remove part of the chain link fence in the back and replace it with it a wooden fence and a wooden gate before the end of the month.

Summer Camp Update!!

We are booking the last of our field trips for the summer and everything is falling into place!  Letters and calendars for camp will be mailed home by the 2nd week of May.
We are currently updating our emergency cards.  Please stop by the office to update your address or phone information, or just to initial if no updates are needed. Cell numbers are very important for us to have especially if you have just recently changed your number.
Have a Great Month!

Ms. Shannon

Mr. Emmanuel

Ms. Elaine
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Upcoming Events for May/June
May 9th ~ Mother’s Day
May 31st ~ Memorial Day ~ CENTER CLOSED

June 20th ~ Father’s Day

June 21st ~ Summer Camp Begins   

Parent Reminders
Since the weather is becoming nicer on a more consistent basis, the children have been able to go outside more frequently.  Because of this, we ask that you bring in sunscreen for your child if applicable.  
You must provide First Start with your child’s most current immunization.  If your child recently received shots, please bring in the verification. 

Remember, dropping off after 10:00 am requires a phone call to let us know when the student will arrive.  Also, the center closes at 6:30 pm each day, picking up after 6:30 pm will result in additional charges. 
Tuition is due by Wednesday 12:00 noon.  After 12:00 pm a late fee of $25 will be applied.

April Birthdays

Mary R. ~ April 10th ~ 3yrs old

Delaney M. ~ April 22 ~ 3 yrs old

Kai B. ~ April 19 ~ 12 yrs old
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Classroom Updates
K1A ~ Ms. Dipo/Ms. Imani/Ms.Tara
The infants are continuing to make progress consistently in all areas of development.  They are constantly on the move ~ crawling, pushing and pulling toys across the room and are learning to walk by cruising along and holding onto sturdy objects around the classroom.  They continue to engage in pretend play and respond to one step directions and simple requests such as “no” and “stop”.  They love to interact with one another and enjoy playing interactive games such as “peek a boo”, and finger plays such as “Round and Round the Garden” and “Five Little Monkeys” They really enjoy their outdoor strolls with the educators too. 
Student Highlights:  Congrats to Vincent K, our Baby of the Month for April.  Omari O. is sitting up without support for short periods and is starting to move around backwards by pushing his arms.  Hannah, Vincent and Landon are working hard on learning how to walk.  Eric is a very happy and contented baby, always with a smile for everyone.  Zyon is doing great! He is always busy moving around the classroom discovering and experimenting with toys.

K1 B ~ Ms. Tammi/Ms. Cenith/Ms. Chaila
For the month of April, the toddlers have been improving daily in their development.  We have been going over the color pink and the letters during circle time.  We have been focusing on the letter Gg.  In Art, we’ve made pictures using different shapes.  The toddlers really enjoy computer time with the “Your Baby Can Read” series and the “Rock and Learn” series.  The children have been enjoying a lot of outside time which helps with their gross motor skills.  They have been practicing riding the tricycles and climbing the slide steps.  
The children are also very excited about their surprise Mother’s Day gifts.  Shhhhhhhh!

Student Highlights:  Welcome Claudio and Sydney to First Start!  
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K 2A ~ Mr. Antonio
This month, the children will be learning how to put together a puzzle.  This will help them identify sizes and compare shapes.  It will also help them to make accurate judgments with putting things in the right place.  For homework this month, parents will find that it is designed for both child and parent interaction.  Because these are the early stages of development, parent interaction is crucial, I’m asking that parents focus on reading to your child at least twice a week.  Homework sheets will come home that will focus on stories that you read together. 
In Math, the children are practicing counting by using more objects.  We are also working on making educated guesses of the number of items by sight instead of physically counting. This skill will take some time to master, but it’s good to start them early.  In Language Arts, the children are learning more and more vocabulary and becoming much more verbal.  They can also recognize their name inside and outside of the classroom.
Student Highlights:  Tatiana T. is doing well in class and treating her friends with love and care.  She is a classroom leader.  Mia O. is interacting more with her classmates.  She is becoming more verbal as well.
K 2B ~ Ms. Charlene
This month K2B has been doing a wonderful job on identifying letters, shapes colors, and numbers. We are starting to identify written words such as “hi” and “bye”.  More specifically, we have been working on the letters N, O and P as well as the sound they make. We have practiced skywriting the letter with our fingers and tracing the letters with a pencil.  In Social Studies, we have been focusing on what lives on land, what lives in the air and what lives underground.  In Math, we have been reviewing numbers 1-10 by counting in different groups and completing worksheets.  We also have been practicing our numbers in Spanish.  In Science, we have reviewed body parts.  We have also mixed different primary colors to make a secondary color.
Student Highlights:  Janaya G. is doing an outstanding job with potty training.  Makai and Dahlius have been doing a wonderful job with circle time and helping out their classmates.
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K 3 ~ Ms. Jetaime and Ms. Linda
For the month of April we had four themes. Our themes were Where Can I Go in the World Around Me?, How Can I Investigate the World Around Me?, What Lives on Land?, and What Lives Under the Ground?. We have been reviewing letters and letter sounds. We reviewed numbers 1-10, colors, and shapes. We have been doing problem solving activities such as learning about positional words, mazes, sorting by size or numbers, ordering by size, what comes next, etc. Along with learning about the different themes the students have reviewed recognizing their names in print by spelling and tracing their names.  The students have worked on building their vocabulary by discussing people and objects. Students have continued to show interest and awareness of numbers by reviewing numbers 1-10. The students have reviewed shapes daily during circle time. The students have also reviewed the alphabet and letter sounds daily during circle time. For science, students have identified the different parts of insects, the earth’s crust, plants and animals. The students have asked questions about what they have observed during their science lesson. For social studies, the students have become aware of their surroundings by having discussions about plants, insects, and the world, nature and living things.  For social skills, the students have developed an awareness of community occupations.  They are continuing to develop their motor skills by practicing using scissors correctly.   

Student Highlights:  Georgios A. is now completely potty trained.  He is very proud of that accomplishment.  He also has been contributing a lot to group discussions.  

Delaney M. has adjusted well to life in K3.  She works well with her classmates.  

K 4/5 ~ Ms. Kim and Ms. Lisa
In Language Arts, the class reviewed letters and traced letters.  The student identified the sounds letters make.  They learned the vowels and their sounds.  Students have identified sight words.  They have spelled them and used them in sentences.  The students have created rhyming words as well as created word families.  Students have reviewed story elements.  They have listed to fables and identified the lessons learned.  In social studies, the children have identified sights and sounds on a farm, pond, beach and mountains.  The students have identified what lives on land and the habitats of different animals.  For science, students have identified natural environment.  Students have used their senses to identify the characteristics of different material.  They have identified what a scientist does and have learned about the scientific method.  Students have observed and discussed land features and climates.  They have identified how animals in Polar Regions stay warm.  They have also identified and categorized mammals, birds, reptiles and insects.  In Math, students are counting to 100 by 1’s, 5’s and 10’s.  They are now learning how to count by two’s. Students have estimated with measuring utensils.  They have identified pennies, nickels and dimes and their values.  Students have been adding and subtracting by using word problems.  They have fished for numbers and played matching games.  They have also identified missing pieces in a pattern.  Student Hightlights:  Jemaria F. has been showing improvement in her classwork and participation.
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