First Start NEWSLETTER
September 2015

Infant A and B with Ms. Ferdousieh/Ms. Crystal. -  Goodbye summer, hello Fall!!!  First we like to wish Hunter and Connor a happy birthday. They both turned the big ONE.   (. We have been doing so much this pasT month.  A lot of our infants have achieved some big milestones.   Hunter and Mathew went from crawling to walking. Lauren can pull herself up into a standing position.  She will be walking before we know it.  Maximum has learned to crawl and pull himself up.  Connor has learned to wave hello and is using his walking feet. We have also welcomed a new infant named Benjamin.  He loves to smile and kick his legs on the floor. 

We have been trying to learn some sign language such as “More” and “Thank You”. We have also been practicing “One step Direction”. For example, the teacher asks the child, were is the ball.  The child then attempts to find the ball and give it back to the teacher. We have also been taking the children outside, weather permitting.  This allows the infants to stretch their legs and enjoy time with their older friends. Friendly reminders to parents to please make sure your child has weather appropriate clothing in their bin due to the weather changing.   
Toddler with Ms Michele, Ms Dottie and Ms Trisha – We said goodbye to Wesley and Elais who moved on to the 2 year old room. We welcome Vedanth to our room from the infant room. We are glad to have him join our toddler class.  We encourage the children to explore communication and language skills. The children are introduced to vocabulary relating to various types of transportation, changing weather and different types of animals. As a class, we are working on our self-help skills such as feeding ourselves at breakfast, lunch and snack times.  Langston points to objects or pictures by saying the correct name or color.  He is a very outgoing child.  Ny’Asia is very social and enjoys scribbling spontaneously. Vedanth loves circle time and one of his favorite song is “Itsy Bitsy Spider”.  Collin is very energetic.  He enjoys building towers and his favorite book is “Marvin Gets Mad”.  Breyden is independent.  He uses his voice to express joy and he likes putting objects in and out of containers.  Queen Victoria is very pleasant and likes to sing and dance.  Aliviya is confident.  She enjoys circle time and likes to explore new things.  Hailey began using new words such as “Me, “I” and “Mine”. She also enjoys playing with baby dolls. New staff: We would like to welcome Ms. Patricia to the Toddler Room. 
Two’s Group – Ms Dale, Ms April and Ms Ashley – We like to welcome Elias and Wesley to the 2 year old room. They both celebrated their 2nd birthday.  Happy birthday!!! Happy birthday as well to Aubrey.  She turned 3.  In the month of September, we have been learning about each other as individuals.  Read various story books, learned about autumn and camping out.  As of September, all our little angels are on their own level of learning.  They have been learning patterns with colors and shapes; Counting from 1 -20; Identifying colors, shapes and numbers.  They are also learning to spell their names. At circle time, they are learning a variety of songs such as nursery rhymes and finger plays.  Some of the other activities include learning the days of the week, year and month. We have also introduced them to a new fine motor skill of pinching the clothing pin to identify and match the color of each bowl.

We are currently doing the potty training exercises. Some of the children that have mastered it include Adam, Nathan, Caden and Skylar.  The other angels are working diligently to master this skill by the time they are ready for the 3 year old room.(Aubrey, Maadiah, Raga, Logan, Kevin L.,)  We just like to thank you all parents for working with them at home.  Please continue the exercises so that we can all work as team in preparing them for their next stage.  They are truly a joy to work with.  
Preschool Program 3 Year Old Room/4 Year Old Room –Ms Sierra, Ms Mary, Ms Isabella and Ms Carla - 

We welcome back the returning students from their summer vacation in hopes it was a well spent and enjoyable recess.  We the teachers would like to welcome student Adam Bowens and Kevin Riguga into the Preschool classroom.  It is a pleasure to welcome the return of teacher Mrs. Mary Payne, who is in better condition after surgery.  The students have had the privileges to celebrate classmate Miss Kendall birthday who turned four on September 16, 2015,. Happy birthday Kendall and to teacher Mrs. Mary who’s birthday was on the 17th of September. Watch out for those Virgos( .  Happy birthday to Jordan as well who turned 5.
The children have returned to the curriculum, The Investigator Club, Prekindergarten Learning System. To introduce the month of September, the students have started to investigate Self-awareness, Social skills, Surrounding environment, and Belonging. The club also consists of several characters who the children will meet by the introduction of the following teachers: Ms. Mary, Ms. Sierra, Ms. Isabella and Ms. Carla.  The children experienced learning about themselves with the special project “My Bag” and the character “Dilly Gator”.  This project was interactive with the child and parent.  The bag may have consisted of their special Toys, Movies, Songs or Pictures to describe who they are. This was the children’s first homework assignment which was a great success; each child sharing his or her part of their “My Bag”. 

Ms. Mary will like to applaud the parents in support of their children’s homework project.  Displays of the children’s project are forth coming. For the upcoming weeks the children will be focusing on shapes, math, statues, sharing chair and colors.  One event that the children are looking forward to is Halloween.  We the teacher and the students will continue to investigate and present progress reports on the children’s achievement of knowledge. So from the classroom of the threes and fours, your students (Liam, Kendall, Kevin, Adam, Mason, Ember, Ella, Justin, Jordan) we say “bye-bye for now “ 

Our weekly themes for October

October 5 -6 – Fire/Crime Prevention Week
October 12 -16 – Breast Cancer Awareness Week

October 19 – 23 – Leaves and Weather Week

October 26 – 30 – Anything Halloween Week
Our October Birthdays:
Mathew M.
October 22nd 

Kevin L.
October 10th   


Meet the Staff (Profile)
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Ms. Crystal


Ms. Mitchele

         Ms. Dale

    
 Ms. Carla
4 years of experience

9 years of experience
        10+ years of experience
 6 years of experience
Infant Teacher


Lead Infant/Toddler Teacher       Lead 2 Teacher

 3/4 Teacher
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Ms. April             

            Ms. Dottie                                Ms Ferdoush

             Ms Sierra
4 years of experience
            2 years of experience
        13+ Years of Exp.
             3 Years of Exp.
2 Teacher

            Toddler Teacher

         Infant Teacher                    3/4 Teacher
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Ms.  Mary


           Ms. Ashley     

      Ms. Isabella

              Ms Patricia

8 years of experience
           2 years of experience
      1 year of experience
              2 years of Exp.

Lead 3/4 Teacher
                       2 Assistant Teacher
      4’ Assistant Teacher      
    Toddler’s Teacher
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Open Position


Open Position

Infant Teacher


Infant Teacher

Reminders:
The center hours are from 6:30am to 6:30pm Monday through Friday.  If your child is going to be absent from the center or arriving after 9:30am, please make a courtesy call so we know whether to expect you or not.  

A $1 late fee per child is charged for every minute after our closing time.  Please be sure to call if you are running late and make plans for an alternate pick-up if possible.  

· Tuition payments are expected on Monday of each week.  If not paid by Tuesday at closing, a late fee of $25 must be paid in addition to the tuition.
· Your child’s belongings should be labeled, including clothing (hats, coats), blankets, lunch containers and cups/bottles.
· Children must be accompanied by an adult when entering the building and their arrival acknowledged by a staff member.  Parents must sign their children in and out on the touch screen computer.  Children should not sign themselves in/out.

· Please refrain from using your cell phone while in the building.  Your child’s teacher may need to speak to you and we don’t want to interrupt a conversation. 
· If you would like to meet one on one with your child’s teacher to see how your child is doing, please let us know.

· If you have private concerns, please email us at elamptey@firststartcenters.com

As always, any comments, concerns, and compliments are welcomed.

Visit our website at www.firststartcenters.com
6501 Huntshire Drive, Suite 106

Elkridge, MD  21075

Phone 410-379-8200
Fax 410-379-8262
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