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First Start Childcare & Learning Center
October 2011 Newsletter
Dear Parents,
Autumn is here!!  Our trip to the Farm is rescheduled for Tuesday, October 25.  Please be sure to dress your child appropriately for the weather.  The bus departs promptly at 9am and returns at noon.  Your child will need a bag lunch (no heat ups) including a drink.
Check your child’s cubby for a seasonal change of clothes and replace those shorts and t-shirts with pants and long sleeve shirts.
The Howard County Public School calendar includes the following closings:
Friday, October 21st – closed for MSTA Convention
Friday, November 4th – closed for Professional Development Day
Please be sure to inform the staff if your child is attending the center on school closing days.
Infant A with Ms. Ferdousieh/Ms. Michele… Mae is standing while holding onto sturdy objects.  Mason is sitting up by himself and babbling a lot.  Mia recognizes familiar voices and smiles all the time.  Ella is rolling over and sitting up.  Growing, growing, growing!
 Infant B with Ms. Jen/Ms. Olinda/Ms. Coressia… Sean stands up while holding on.  Nathan likes Oscar the Grouch. Wyatt U is using more words.  Jackson is taking a few steps at a time.  Damian is beginning his transition to the two year old class.
Toddler/Twos with Ms. Lisa/Ms. Tina…The children really enjoy their daily nature walks and sing songs along the way.  Kareem and Killian are talking more and more.  Camryn, Alex and Ethan are potty training.  Wyatt B likes to play outside.  Milo and Ceyla show interest in circle time and learning new things.  The children are learning their shapes and colors and beginning to recognize numbers.  Flip up books are their favorite.
Mixed Age Group with Ms. Amy/Ms. Chris/Ms. Kelly … The class is finishing up with the first set of sight words and ending sounds.  They will begin reading “Who Has My Mitt?”  from the scholastic phonics series. Math topics include identifying numbers, sorting by shape/color/size, and recognizing a face clock.  Ask your child about the Coca Cola can science project.  Some of the girls are enrolled in dance class and like to show off their moves.  Ava has almost fully recovered from her eye surgery and Kaili lost his first tooth a few weeks ago.  Veronica’s ankle is healing and the boot comes off at the end of the month.  Thank you to all who ordered books from Scholastic; they will arrive shortly.  The class is having a costume parade and Halloween party on Monday October 31st.  Please see Ms Amy or Ms Chris for details.
Our weekly themes for October include ‘Our Health and Good Nutrition’, ‘Crime Prevention and Fire Safety’, ‘A Day on the Farm’, ‘Halloween’ and ‘Nighttime Creatures.’  Remember to check your child’s folder below the sign in computer for your copy of the weekly lesson plan and other important information.   
October Birthdays:		
1 – Ms Olinda         25 - Angel
Reminders:
· Tuition payments are expected on Monday of each week.
· Be sure to label all items that belong to your child.  
· Flu season is coming soon; remember that your child must be symptom free for 24 hours before returning to the center.
As always, any comments, concerns, and compliments are welcomed.
Visit our website at www.firststartcenters.com
 6501 Huntshire Drive, Suite 106
Elkridge, MD 20175
Phone 410-379-8200		Fax 410-379-8262
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