
Management News
Happy New Year!!  
The end of December and beginning of January has been unusually cold and snowy.  Through all of that, First Start has made every effort to continue our services through the snow.  Congrats to our staff for their diligence!  

In the event of inclement weather, please call the center at 410-574-5734 to check the voice message to see if First Start is delaying its opening or closed for the day.  A message will be left by 5:00 am.  We will make every effort to accommodate your needs, but the safety of our children and staff will take precedence.  
Ms. Shannon

Mr. Emmanuel

Ms. Elaine
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Upcoming Events for Jan/Feb.
· January 1st ~ Center Closed
· January 18th ~ Martin Luther King Day, Center OPEN
· January 20th   ~ Visit for McGruff the Crime Dog
· February 15th ~ Presidents’ Day. Center Open 
Parent Reminders

With the regular cold and flu season approaching, please remember there are health department rules and guidelines for medications.  If your child needs to take medication during the day, we must have a medication order form filled out and the medication must be in its original container.

In order to have a smoother educational day, please make sure that your child does not bring toys with them to First Start.  If something is needed for Show and Tell, the teacher will contact you through the Daily Reports.
Winter has arrived!!!!!  Please ensure that your child is properly bundled with layered clothing.  It is imperative that you bring a change of clothing (shirts, pants, dress, underclothing, socks, diapers/pull ups etc.) in the event of an accident.  Check their cubbies for these items.  The staff will notify you on your daily reports when supplies need to be replenished.

Tuition is due by Wednesday 12:00 noon.  After 12:00 pm a late fee of $25 will be applied.

January Birthdays

Camden J.. ~ Jan. 13th ~ 3 yrs old

Hailey G.. ~ Jan. 14th ~ 1yr old

Jemaria F. ~ Jan. 23rd ~ 4 yrs old
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Classroom Updates
K1A ~ Ms. Dipo

In the month of January, the infants are learning new things every day.  They have been working hard on their developmental skills such as crawling around the classroom, climbing in and out of the activity pool, holding onto stationary objects and pulling themselves up to a standing position, grabbing and squeezing toys and picking up toys from a bin.  They can reach for their favorite toy from off the shelves.  They are learning to socialize and communicate with each other and with the educators by touching, smiling, cooing and babbling.  They love to listen to music and respond by clapping their hands.  They continue to enjoy repetitive games and finger plays combining words with actions.  
Student Highlights:  Welcome to Vincent K. and Eric B. to our classroom and to First Start.  They are adjusting well to their new environment. Hannah R. is now crawling and Landon T. is working hard on it.  
K1 B ~ Ms. Tammi, Ms. Cenith

For the month of January, we are working on the letter Dd, by pointing it out on the wall during circle time and by decorating it with tissue paper.  We have also been working on learning the color Purple by painting pictures of grapes and coloring with Purple crayons. We also used red and blue paint to create Purple.  We made a collage of Purple things.  The poem of the month has been Little Miss Muffet.  We have been reading the poem to the children and we made a paper plate spider as a follow-up.  Other activities we have been working on have been continuing to have computer time watching “ Your Baby Can Read” and “Rock and Learn” educational series.  We also have been practicing throwing, catching and kicking balls to increase our gross motor skills.  

Student Highlights:  Trinity G. is working on potty training!  Madison is sleeping longer during naptime!!  Camren is starting to talk more!
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K 2A ~ Mr. Antonio
For the month of January, the children are working more on Social Studies.  We discussed people and places in our neighborhoods.  We talked about medical services and police services to name a few.  McGruff the Crime Dog also came to visit us this month!  We’ve been implementing “Your Baby Can Read” series  during our circle time with the use of the books provided as well as the DVDs so they can associate verbal with written. The children are also getting much better in identifying their letters.  I stepped it up a bit to see if they really know and understand by doing word and letter puzzles.  
Potty training is getting much better!  Yea!  Kudos to you, Parents!  

Student Highlights:  Makai F.  knows all the colors on our circle time board!  Dahlius B. is learning to memorize and understand his colors better!

K 2B ~ Ms. Charlene

The children in K2B learned many new things this month.  The children discussed people, places, machines, tools and animals in their neighborhoods.  We talked about how police officers can help you if you are in danger.  McGruff the Crime Dog visited us and spoke with us about Stranger Danger and other ways to keep safe.  We learned that firefighters help put out fires.  We also worked on the letters I and J, and the sound each makes by completing different worksheets.  We learned words hat begin with each letter.  In Math, we worked on the number 9 and 10 by counting different objects around the classroom.  We played different types of games to help recognize colors and shapes.  We are also working on patterns.  We are continuing with “Your Baby Can Read” and the “Rock and Learn” education DVD series to enhance our recognition of letters and words.  We are also counting in Spanish as well as learning hello and good bye.  The children are doing very well with that.

Potty training throughout the class is going very well.  
Student Highlights:  Wecome to Desmond B.!  Happy Birthday to Camden! Zion is working hard to recognize her colors and shapes!
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K 3 ~ Ms. Jetaime
For the month of January, we have four themes.  We are discussing places, people, machines and tools and animals that can be found in our neighborhoods.  The students will review recognizing their names in print by spelling and tracing their names.  Students will work on building their vocabulary by describing people, places, machines tools, and animals that can be found in their neighborhoods.  Students will continue to show interest and awareness of numbers by reviewing numbers 0-19.  Students will begin to understand words such as up, down, over, under, top bottom, inside and outside.    For science, students will observe similarities and differences in objects, they will use their senses and will ask questions about what they have observed during the science lesson.  For social studies, students will become aware of their surroundings by having discussions about their family, friends, neighborhoods and childcare setting.  
Student Highlights:  Sarah M. has done a very good job with writing and with potty training!!  
Welcome to C. J. Scism to First Start!
K 4/5 ~ Ms. Kim and Ms. Linda

During the month of January, the students are working on the letters Q through S.  They are identifying the sound each letter makes and tracing as well as writing the letters.  The students have been working on the 5 W’s in a story and finding the main idea.  They have created rhyming words by changing the 1st consonant in a word.  They also have worked on syllables of words by clapping out the syllables in their names and other words.  
In Math, students have focused on number 18 through 20.  They have traced and written the numbers as well as counted out the objects of these amounts.  The children have identified the value of a penny and a nickel.  They have compared the amounts.  They have counted forward and backward to 50!  We have discussed the importance of banks and saving money. They have graphed amounts of money that were in their piggy banks.  They have sorted items according to the type of store in which they are found.  We are also working on adding and subtracting numbers!  We like Math!!

In social studies, we identified places in our neighborhoods and we made a town!  We have had discussions about the many places and people in our neighborhoods and what jobs we see them doing.

In science, We reviewed fire safety rules.  We discussed how to brush our teeth and why we do it.

Students to highlight:  Welcome Leila S. to First Start!  Alvin N. is doing a terrific job writing his letters! He is showing more confidence in his abilities!  
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